
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. 
 

Women Veterans Committee  
Meeting Minutes 

Friday, April 20, 2007 
    
 

Call to Order: 2:15PM 
 
Approval of January 07, committee Minutes: Accepted without objection. 
 
In Attendance: Marsha Four, Chair  Sandy Miller, Vice Chair 
 Dr. Tom Berger  Sandie Wilson 
 Connie Christensen  Billee Culin 
 Bob Maras   Judy Ballentine 
 John Wallace      
Guests:   Ken Holybee  Susan Edgerton, VVA Staff 
  Marian Alviar  Dr. Ed Ryan 
  John Margowski  Jack Devine, VVA, VP 
 
Presenter: Dr. Patricia Hayes, Acting Chief Consultant, Women Veterans 

Health Strategic Healthcare Group 
 
Review Contact Lists of Members 
 
Presentation: 

o Dr. Patricia Hayes, Acting Chief Consultant, Women Veterans 
Health Strategic Healthcare Group 
o Vietnam era women are the smallest group of women receiving 

care 
o Missing issues relative to that group 
o Paying particular attention to mammograms and gyn  

o Making sure the tests are available 
o Asked for concerns the committee might have 

o Appropriate treatment for women for non sexual PTSD 
o Vet Center capacity to handle combat related PTSD in women 
o Overlaying substance abuse  
o No women programs for dual diagnosis treatment  
o Bringing together of group of new era veterans as a focus 

group to address what they feel they need or want 
o Older women veterans have higher rates of PTSD 

o Changes to Women Veterans Program Manager (WVPM) Position 
(VHA Handbook 1330.02, March 28, 2007) 

o Development of performance standards 
� Negotiated between the individual WVPM and the 

supervisor 
� Tailored to local circumstances  

o Women Veterans Program Health Services Handbook (VHA 
Handbook 1330.01) is in the process of being rewritten 
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o 4th inpatient PTSD unit scheduled to be opened 
o 17% current serving in Iraq are women 
o By 2010 10% of those using the VA will be women 
o 37% of the women currently being discharged are using the VA 

 
FY 08 Budget Submission/Proposed by Finance Committee  

o Submitted $5,825 
o Approved $5,485 

 
Report of the Chair 

o Worked with PTSD Substance Abuse Committee on a new 
resolution that VVA seek to ensure that the VA has both the 
ability and the capacity to provide gender-specific in-patient and 
out-patient care and treatment for combat-related PTSD, 
particularly as it relates to women veterans and the anticipated 
increase in this population demographic in light of the expanded 
role of women of today’s military. 

o Worked with Health care committee on resolutions 
o Worked with VA Advisory Committee on Homeless Veterans 

subcommittee on Homeless Women Veterans on issues for 
submission in their annual report 

o Did a radio interview with Gary Lillie of Michigan 
o Working on some funding for redesign and printing of women’s 

brochure 
o Worked with President Rowan on a certificate and letter of 

recognition for a NYC veteran 
 
Continued business: 

o Convention Resolutions 
� Resolutions remain the same and will be carried forward 

o Speaker for Convention Breakfast 
� Tammy Duckworth, Director of the Illinois Department of 

Veterans Affairs 
o Web Site 

� Forward any items of interest to Marsha and she will have 
them put on the web site. 

 
New business: 

o 10th Anniversary of WIMSA 
� November 1 – 3, 2007 

• November 1 - Gala Dinner  
• November 2 – Reunion 
• November 3 – Anniversary ceremony 

o Dedication of the permanent display of Vietnam 
Women Veterans 

o Looking at VVA as a sponsor for the display 
o 25th Anniversary of The Wall 

� November 10 – Parade 
• Option of marching with chapters, state councils or 

behind the Women Veterans banner 
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� Need to have a presence in the tents on the mall 

o 2008 Women Veterans Summit 
� Marsha is on the planning committee 
� Subcommittees in place 
� No determination of hotel as of yet 
� Plenary sessions 
� Break out sessions 
� Exhibits 
� Health expo 
� June 20 –22, 2008 in Washington 
� VSO contributions 

 
Comments/Remarks:  

o Will be having an informal social gathering of women veterans during 
the convention 
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