
Women Veterans Committee  10/10 Minutes 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. 
 

Women Veterans Committee Minutes 
Friday, October 8, 2010 

Call to Order:  
Attendance:  
 Marsha Four, Chair    Dr. Tom Hall 
 Sandy Miller, Vice Chair   Dr. Tom Berger 
 Sara McVicker     Beverly Stewart 
 Leslie Delong     Dottie Barickman 
 Patty Dumin     Sandie Wilson 
 Mike Kalichak, guest    Sharon Hodge, Staff 
 
Acceptance of April 2010, committee Minutes 
 
Guest Speaker:   Anu Bhagwati, Executive Director,  

Service Women’s Action Network (SWAN) 
SWAN, began as a support network for new women veterans, has 
broadened its first interest in trauma and healing to advocacy and 
policy for women veterans from all eras.  Issues for SWAN include; 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy; Abortion and reproductive rights; 
Education about women in combat; discrimination; and Military Sexual 
Trauma.  SWAN is planning a MST conference. Tom Hall discussed 
thoughts of our involvement with this conference.  Will continue 
dialog in this regard.   
 

Guest Speaker:   Barbara Pitman, Benefits Specialist 
    DC Office of Veterans Affairs  
Ms. Pitman discussed the up-coming event at Trinity College in DC: 
Women Veterans Rock…“Putting the Face of women on Veterans Day”.  
Held 1-3PM on Veterans Day, she hopes it will be an annual event.   

 
Committee Budget Review: On target for expenses 
 
Report of the Chair:  

o Participated in 2 VA documentary  
o Center for women veterans 
o Homeless Women Veterans 
o VA Women Veteran’s Forum 
o BPWF Women Veterans Summit 
o Provided input on VVA Testimony 
o 2011 VA Women Veterans Summit, Planning committee 

 
Continued business: 

o Convention Resolutions reviewed. Will up-date language.  
o Resource Guide for Site Visits continues to be compiled 
o Web site Recognition Corner: continue to request stories 

 
New business: 

o Considerations for Legislative priorities which are due to the 
Government Affairs Committee by November 15th.  


