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Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. 
Women Veterans Committee Agenda 

Friday, April11, 2008 

Call to Order: 1420 

 

Approval of January 08 Minutes: Accepted without objection 

 

Introduction of meeting Attendees and Guests:   

Marsha Four, Chair  Sandy Miller, Vice Chair 

Tom Berger   Sara McVicker 

Sandie Wilson   Leslie DeLong 

Billee Culin   Carol Schetrompf 

Connie Christensen  Juanishia Lee, VVA Staff 

Sharon Hodge, VVA Staff 

 

Cathy Weblemo, Staff Director, Subcommittee on Health, 

House Committee on Veterans Affairs 

Lt. Col. Donna VanDeveer 

Pattie Dumin, VVA CT State Council Women Veterans Chair 

Patrick Pedetti, NY, County Veterans Benefits Counselor 

Ed Chow, MD State Council President 

 

Review Contact Lists of Members 

 

Guest Speaker:  Cathy Weblemo, Staff Director, Subcommittee on 

Health, House Committee on Veterans Affairs 

o Legislative issues on women veterans 

o Full committee hearing on Homeless Veterans 

 Addressing issues of the Grant and Per Diem Program 

 Special Needs Grants 

 Retaining providers 

o HR4107 – Women Veterans Comprehensive Healthcare  

o S2199 – Senate Companion bill to HR4107 

 Senate version contains additional elements to include 

increased number of studies and full time position of 

Women Veterans Program Manager.  

 Committee contributed thoughts on possible language 

to be considered in making the verbiage more specific and 

defined. Several included: 

o Clarity on reporting and oversight of CBOCs  

o Include inpatients and outpatients in report 

requirement in SEC. 103 

o Need to include gender specific and Specialty 

Care  

o Look at including option of choice when 

outsourcing gender specific care 
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o How many women have to be outsourced and for 

what? 

o Thanks to Cathy for her interest and attention to our 

suggestions and to the committee members on their 

contributions.  

o Bills are on the web page 

 

FY 09 Proposed Budget Submission  

o Has been approved by the Finance Committee as submitted 

o $5,000 contribution to the 2008 Women Veterans Summit 

 

Report of the Chair: activities 

o NCHV Planning presenter 

o 2008 Women Veterans Summit Planning Committee Conference 

Calls & Summit Workshop Panel Member 

o Contributed to Congressional testimonies 

o Assist with testimony for Field Hearing in Maine 

o Contributed to the 30Th Anniversary Book and provided 

contact with other women veterans for the writers to 

interview 

 

Continued business: 

o 2008 Women Veterans Summit  

o Information on the committee website for months 

o VVA is a Contributor and will be recognized as such 

o Table display at Summit 

o 15th Anniversary of Vietnam Women Veterans Memorial 

o VVA will provide the Color Guard Pass In Review 

 Bruce Whitaker has agreed to coordinate the effort 

 flyer distribution will begin Memorial Day weekend. 

Distribution plan in place.  

 Will coordinate time with VVMF  

o Dr. Patricia Hayes has been named the Chief Consultant of the 

Women’s Health Program Strategic Group 

o  “Squaw Peak” in Arizona has been officially renamed “Piestawa 

Peak” in honor of Lori Piestewa, the first Native American 

woman to be killed in combat  

 

New business: 

o Convention Resolutions 

o Review and new Considerations with member assignments 

10/08 

 

Comments/Remarks:  

o Sara McVicker reported: State of Maryland is constructing a 

Women in Military Service Monument at Fort George G. Meade, 

with visibility from a major highway 

 

Meeting adjourned: 1605 


