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Please make your tax-deductible gift payable to Vietnam Veterans of America and mail it in the enclosed postage-paid envelope. Thank you! See reverse side to make your gift by credit card.
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Dear M. Sanple,

For three generations, the nen in ny famly have felt the duty to
serve in our nation’s arnmed forces right after high school, and for
three generations, we answered that call during wartine.

W didn't really plan it that way, but serving in wartine has
beconme a famly tradition.

M/ two sons, Steven and Daniel are nowin Iragq, and | go to bed
every night and wake up every nmorning with a prayer that they are
alive and safe. Sone people think it nust be easier to be the

father of a soldier if you have served yourself. It isn't. | know
firsthand how crazy and dangerous a war zone is, and how easy it is
to lose your life or be permanently disabled. It scares ne nore for

ny sons than it did for me.

Now | know how ny father nust have felt when | shipped out for
Vietnam And how his father nust have felt when he left for Korea.

As the one who represents the generation in the mddle of this
famly tradition, | find nyself in a unique position to understand
and care about the notto of Vietnam Veterans of Anerica: “Never again
shall one generation of veterans abandon another ..

And as the National Treasurer of WA, | know, personally how much
the support of friends |ike you helps us to keep our conmtnent to

ny fellow Vietnam veterans, and to all the new veterans fromthe
@il f War, Afghanistan, and Iraq.

| hope you’'ll renew your support for WA by sending a generous
gift of $xx, $xx, or even $xx or nore to help veterans who need
benefit counseling, energency assistance, and noral e-boosting

(over, please)

Vietnam Veterans of America * 8605 Cameron St., Suite 400 ¢ Silver Spring, MD 20910




METHOD OF PAYMENT: A copy of the current financial statement of Vietnam Veterans of America is available by writing VVA, 8605
[ Check made payable to VVA Cameron Street, Suite 400, Silver Spring, MD 20910 or by calling (301)585-4000.
0] Visa [J Mastercard [ Discover Documents and information submitted under the Maryland Charitable Solicitations Act are also available, for
[ American Express the cost of postage and copies, from the Maryland Secretary of State, State House, Annapolis, MD 21401,
(410) 974-5534.
Number Registration Number with the Florida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services: SC-00658
— The official registration and financial information of the Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. may be obtained
Xp. Date
P from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999.
Registration does not imply endorsement.
Signature
A copy of the license to solicit charitable contributions as a charitable organization or sponsor and financial
information may be obtained from the department of human resources, solicitation licensing branch, by
VIETNAM VETERANS calling (919) 733-4510. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the
OF AMERICA state.
8605 Cameron St., Suite 400 , ,
L AMERY Silver Spring, MD 20910 This mailing represents an important way for VVA to raise necessary funds. If you now support VVA, thank you for
WWW.Va.org your ongoing commitment.
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activities. It also helps us work to nmake sure veterans —

especially those from our nost recent wars — are not forgotten in
Washi ngt on.

I went to Vietnamin 1972 and was one of the last 5, 000
Anerican soldiers there. | was a jeep nechanic, and for the nost
part, wasn’'t too close to the worst of the fighting.

Maybe because | had a relatively easy tine — apart, of course,
from being 10,000 mles fromhome and in a war zone — | wanted to
hel p the guys who weren't as |ucky as ne.

I went to college on the GI. Bill and got a degree in Business
Managenent. Then when | heard about Vi etnam Veterans of Anerica, |
knew | had to get involved. A couple of other guys and | started a
new chapter in Qakland, Calif. Over the past 20 years, we built it

up into one of the nost active chapters for Vietnamvets in the
country.

Putting ny business and financial skills to use | was el ected
Treasurer for the WA California State Council and in 2003 | was
el ected National Treasurer for the entire organization. | am
honored to have this responsibility.

| see, first hand, what VWA does for veterans. | know how mnuch
vets need and appreciate the camaraderie of fellow vets in their
| ocal WA chapters. | know how nuch they need help to get the

heal t h, education, and housing benefits they deserve. This is
especially true for vets who are disabled, or who are now suffering
medi cal problens |ike diabetes that can be related to Agent O ange
and ot her hazards of their service in Vietnam

| al so know what a const ant
battle it is to protect veterans’
benefits from federal budget cuts.

Maybe it’s because of all the
Vi et nam veterans |’ ve known over the
years that | worry so nmuch about ny
sons. O course, | worry about
their safety in Iraq. But | also
worry about how they'Il fare after
the war — even if they cone hone in
one piece — like | did.

oot | know what they m ght need when
gJ_ they return home. | want to nake
014127 certain help is there.
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It is largely a result of
WA' s efforts that trained
counselors are in lrag with the
troops, preparing themfor battle
and hel ping them recover after
what cones their way. This won't
prevent problens |ike Post
Traumatic Stress D sorder (PTSD)
that took such a huge toll on
Vi et nam veterans. But | do
bel i eve that thanks to the support
of friends |ike you, we have nade
progress that will help our
sol diers cope better and recover
sooner.

a tor his
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: ey four.
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W' re hel ping the veterans who
are com ng honme wounded or disabled get the medical care they need.
W' re also assisting Gulf War, Afghan War, and |Iraq War veterans
with benefits counseling and other essential services to help them
rebuild their lives after wartine service.

And we’re nmaking sure that VA healthcare and other benefits
aren’t the victins of short-sighted budget cuts that forget the
service of our new veterans, and neglect the sacrifices they

continue to nmake even after they
cone hone.

Nearly 200,000 American nen and
worren have now served in Af ghani stan
and Iraq. Both ny sons have seen
significant conbat. Daniel, ny
oldest, is on his second tour there.
| *m enornously proud of them for
vol unteering, and serving so
bravel y.

But | hope and pray that Anerica
will never forget that they have
put their lives on the line for our
lwgmkﬁm7M&ﬁ/nation’s war aga[nst terror. Wth
dod jor acts of valor YOUT help, WA will help them and

/ stand up for them W wll nake

Daniel received the Army C0

with a V' which is awas :
a/uﬂnﬁv combat y/:emf jons. He s avery brave

young man. (over, please)




sure their sacrifice is never forgotten

| hope you will continue to support all veterans by sending a
gift to WA today. (I also hope you will say a short prayer for
the safety of ny sons.) Many thanks for all you do.

Si ncerely,

Al an E. Cook
Nat i onal Treasurer

P.S. M sons enlisted because they wanted to serve their country.
Sonetinmes ny youngest worries, though, that no one really cares
what he and his buddies do for Arerica. H's concern hit him
especially hard recently, when he
|l ost his closest friend to a
roadsi de bonb. Because | know t hat
peopl e Iike you support VWA and
Arerica’ s veterans, | tell himhe' s
wong. People like you wll
al wvays care about those who put on
our nation’s uniform and risk
their lives. Thank you.

Thank you and
éya/ bless you.






