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Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. 
 

Women Veterans Committee Minutes 
Friday, October 7, 2011 

Draft until accepted by full committee at January 2012 meeting 

 
Call to Order:  
 
Present:  Marsha Four, Chair   Sandy Miller, Vice Chair 
   Beverly Stewart   Dottie Barickman  
  Pat Bessigano    John Wallace   
  Sara McVicker    Patti Dumin   
  Dr. Tom Berger    Jacqui Rector   
  Leslie DeLong    Maynard Kaderlik  
  Nancy Switzer (Pres. AVVA)  Sharon Hodge 
 
April 2011, committee Minutes: Approved 
 
Review Contact Lists of Members 
 
Report of the Chair:  

o General overview of Women Veterans Summit given by Sandy 
Miller and Sara McVicker.  Increase in speakers at Plenary 
Sessions was profitable.  Many of the VA Women Veteran 
Program Managers were present. Did feel the VA 
presentations were too rushed.  VVA was recognized for its 
contribution to the Summit.  When posted, you will find the 
report on the VA Center for Women Veterans web page.     

o Women Veteran Membership is now 1031: highest to date 

o on target with budgeted expenses.   
Continued business: 

o Legislative Update:  All members of the committee are urged 
to sign on to Capwiz through VVA Action sight under 
Government Affairs on the VVA web site.   

o LEGISLATION  
o S 658/HR1260 – SUPPORT FOR SURVIVORS ACT 
o S931/HR1540 – NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT 
o HR809 – WOMEN VETERANS BILL OF RIGHTS 
o HR930 – AMEND TITLE 38 – IMPROVE PTSD COMPENSATION 

EVALUATION PROCEDURE 
o HR1928 – WOMEN’S FAIR & EQUAL RIGHT TO MILITARY SERVICE 

ACT 
o HR2074 – VETERANS SEXUAL ASSAULT PREVENTION ACT 

 

New business: 
o New Budget:   Chair will submit in accordance with directive 

when it comes out. Will develop a draft budget for FY13 in the 
coming weeks and email to committee members for review and 
input.  

o  
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o BPW Letter of Support:  Business Professional Women’s 
organization is in the process of submitting a grant to AARP 
and asking for a letter of support from VVA.  The grant will 
provide career transition workshops and address financial 
security needs of women reaching retirement.  Pilot Program 
will target Alabama, Georgia and DC.  Without objection, a 
letter will be drafted and forwarded to President Rowan for 
signature.  Dr. Berger will also send a letter of support from 
the Veterans health Council. 

o Guest Speaker for January Meeting:  Dr. Patricia Hayes, VA 
Women Veterans Strategic Health Care Group will address 
the committee on up dates. 

o Leadership Conference:  The Chair will investigate the 
possibility of having the VA Under Secretary for Benefits, 
Allison Hickey, at the Leadership Conference. Perhaps 
valuable for a plenary session.  

o New York City parade:  Planning is underway for the New 
York City Veterans Day Parade.  This year’s focus is on Vietnam 
Veterans.  There will be specific marching formations for 
women Veterans. The Chair will forward names of women 
Veterans to the NYC United Veterans War Council Planning 
Committee for coordination.   

o Suicides:  Several Questions arose. What is the gender, age 
and race split? Is there information on suicide being the end 
result of military sexual trauma assaults?  According to 
hearings in the house, DoD says it’s getting better.  Where are 
they getting their data and what does that data indicate? 

o Medals of America:  They continue to have no products for 
women veterans.  When Veterans Collectibles was turned 
over to them, they assured us they would continue to carry 
women veteran items.  To date, they have provided nothing.  
They have also indicated in conversation that there is no 
market for women veterans products and they will not be 
carrying anything specifically for women.  The committee 
would like to investigate information on vendors who would 
be willing to provide women veteran items. 

 
Meeting adjourned 
 
Respectfully submittied, 
 
 
 
Marsha Four, Chair 
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